
Tips for ELPW Volunteer Tutors of Conversational English 

Thank you for your willingness to participate in this program. We appreciate your time and hard work 
and are certain that this will be a rewarding experience for you. 

As you work in small groups or one-on-one with students: 

1.  Relax. Don=t feel nervous or pressured. Some of our students have been with ELPW for a long 
time. Let them set you at ease! Have fun and don=t take yourself too seriously! 

2.  Ask questions. If there is down time, get to know the students with simple questions that get 
them conversing in English. They really want to learn to speak English and practicing with you is 
the best way. If they don=t understand you, don=t feel bad. Repeat the question more slowly, use 
different vocabulary to ask the same thing, use gestures, pointing, body language. Imagine 
yourself in their shoes and how grateful you=d be that someone was taking the time to make 
sure you understood something.  

3.  Listen. The students may not have other >Americanos= in their lives who are willing to listen to 
their English. Your willingness to befriend them in this way helps break down cultural barriers.  

4.  Correcting. Go with the flow. If the lead teacher says that an activity is focused on accuracy, you 
can repeat a word or phrase after the students says it incorrectly to model correct usage. If a 
student is having a hard time knowing how to say a word, you can write it down to help them 
visualize it. If you are working with a phrase or question, try this method: Say the last word, 
student repeats, say the second to last word with last word, student repeats, continue until they 
can repeat the entire sentence or phrase after you. 

Example: Where are you from? 

Tutor: from 

Student: from 

Tutor: you from 

Student repeats 

Tutor: Where are you from? 

Student repeats 

 

 


